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           Salutations All, 

   

  Thank you all for an incredible two weeks. The swimming program was a huge         

  success. Having swimming during the first two weeks of school has proved to be           

  favourable with students, parents and staff. The children enjoyed the program and for 

the most part the weather was very conducive to swimming lessons. The skills that the children 

learnt focussed on survival and water awareness. The stroke development of our competent 

swimmers showed great progress in the two weeks.   From the lessons we were able to select 5 

children to compete at the district swimming carnival. Congratulations to Jamie, Ruby, Leah, Riley 

and Max for competing in Yea. All swimmers lived our school values and made us very proud.  

Congratulations to Max, Riley and Leah who go and represent our Cluster in Seymour next 

Wednesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now that the swimming program has concluded we look forward to establishing more                   

predictable sound classroom routines. Each day the children will have a 2 hour English block of 

learning that includes reading, writing, spelling , grammar, and handwriting. There will be a one 

hour mathematics block  and the other 2 hours will be integrated learning covering humanities, 

science, technology, the Arts, Languages ( Auslan). Teachers will focus on teaching the following 

capabilities: 

Critical and creative thinking, ethical, intercultural, personal and social.  

The Prep/One grade are studying the theme “ All About Me”  

Two/Threes are studying Hygiene, Olympics and Belonging 

Four/Five/ Six class are studying “Myths and Legends.”  

I have been impressed with the imaginations of the senior students and their own made up             

creatures.  

Thank you to those parents that attended the meet the teacher evenings last week. Those              

parents that attended said that it was very good to chat and hear how their child was settling in. 

The teachers found it a very valuable way to learn more about the children in their grade.  Please          

remember if ever you wish to chat with the teacher  you can make a time to meet with them. You 

do not need to wait until mid-year interviews. We have an open door policy and welcome you to 

make a time to discuss any concerns that you have.  Always remember if you have a worry or 

concern your first port of call is always the class teacher. Please contact them either by email or 

phone the school. The teacher will help you if there is something you are unsure of or need to 

know more about.  



 On Friday we conducted an evacuation / fire drill and spent time updating the ‘Emergency    

Management Plan’  the fire drill went very well with all children and staff evacuated and onto the 

oval in a little over 4 minutes. After the drill we de briefed and made some slight adjustments.  We 

had CFA fire awareness training for the staff on Tuesday as a way to make sure that the staff are 

trained in as many aspects as possible in the event of fire.  

   

The Marysville PS website is under construction. We are excited about developing a new website 

and look forward to launching this in a couple of weeks. Compass will be our main way to        

communicate in real time with parents and carers using newsfeeds and storing documents. The 

website is out outward facing profile for a local and global audience.  

COVIDSafe measures extension 18 February 2022 

We want to thank parents and students for the great job they have done in keeping our school as 

safe as possible by following important COVIDSafe measures such as mask wearing, physical       

distancing, ventilation, getting vaccinated and rapid antigen testing. 

This has meant that our school has remained open and our students in class. This is a fantastic       

outcome and a testament to the hard work of parents, carers, students and school staff. 

Rapid antigen tests 

To keep schools as safe as possible, the Victorian Government has extended the COVIDSafe 

measures introduced for the beginning of Term 1. This includes extending the availability of free 

rapid antigen tests (RAT) for screening until the end of term. It is anticipated an additional 24              

million RATs will be provided to schools and early childhood settings to continue to support early 

detection and prevent infection, for use at home. 

The need for this program will continue to be monitored, and may end earlier based on health      

advice. This is great news and will mean we’re able to continue identifying COVID-19 cases as    

early as possible, reducing the impact on our school and individuals. 

Department of Health modelling indicates that in the first two weeks of school returning, the      

program has already prevented more than 21,000 cases in schools alone. Their modelling                   

indicates, assuming a 75 per cent compliance rate with screening of students, that by continuing 

RAT screening in schools for the full 10 weeks of Term 1, we will prevent: 

• 61,000 COVID-19 infections in children aged 5 to 17 

• more than 150,000 COVID-19 infections in the overall community (on average 15,000 per week 

over 10 weeks, or more than 2,100 per day) 

around 400 hospital admissions. 

 

The department will continue to supply RATs to our school for your use 

Twice-a-week testing continues to be strongly recommended for both students and staff.  

Testing will be conducted at home, and students and staff must report any positive result. There is 

no requirement to report a negative result. 

Vaccination 

Vaccination is another key component to protect students and staff in school settings. 

Vaccinations for children aged 5 to 11 are open and third dose vaccinations for 16 to 17 year olds 

are now available. 

There are lots of convenient options to access vaccinations. These include state-wide vaccination 

hubs, your local GP or pharmacy. 

You can book your appointment in a few different ways, including:  

online: coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine 

• by phone: 1800 675 398 (Coronavirus Hotline) 

• In person: talk to your local pharmacy, doctor, or attend a state-wide vaccination hub. 

using the COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder - COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder | Australian Govern-

ment Department of Health 

Following successful implementation of school pop-up clinics at the commencement of Term 1, 

more than 230 schools across Victoria are currently hosting mini-vaccination clinics led by GPs and 

pharmacists. Many of these clinics will also make vaccinations available the broader school     

community, inclusive of families of students and school staff. 
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Ventilation 

Improving ventilation is one of the most effective measures to keep education settings safe. 51,000 

air purifiers were delivered to schools by Term 1, 2022 to support COVIDSafe settings in schools. 

Up to an additional 60,000 air purifiers will be rolled out to schools ahead of winter to supplement 

natural and mechanical ventilation during the cooler months.  

The winter allocation will provide enough purifiers to cover all classrooms, in government schools 

and low-fee non-government schools based on current enrolments. This includes general purpose 

classrooms and other specialist classrooms such as art and science rooms. 

On behalf of the school, I would like to thank you again for your continued support in helping your 

child to complete the rapid antigen tests and other COVID Safe measures. As a result of these     

efforts our school can continue providing a safe environment for students and staff.  

 

Until next time, stay safe and well and be happy 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Sandra  

 

 







Junior School Council 

A big congratulations to our 2022 Junior School Council. 

 

P/1 – Zara Pigott & Jazmine Arnott 

2/3 – Lucas Creed & Emmylou Ackerman 

4/5/6 – Tarni Koster & Leo Hogan 

 

The Junior School Council plays an important role at Marysville 

Primary School. By enhancing  student voice in our school pro-

duces an environment where everyone feels valued and 

heard. These students have been carefully selected by their 

peers to represent their wants and needs. I look forward to 

working closely with each of you. 

There will be an opportunity for one member of each class to 

join the Junior School Council in  Semester 2. 

Brooke Lawson 

Rapid Antigen Test Kits at this stage we are not certain what the arrangements will be going                

forward and whether further RAT kits will be made available. Again, we encourage parents to 

complete the testing on Monday and Thursday mornings and advise us promptly if a positive 

COVID-19 case is diagnosed. Again, we will endeavour to keep you informed of any further                

Department of Education and Training directives in this regard. The policy in this area seems to 

readily change and be adapted for implementation in schools.  

 

Currently schools are obliged to report positive COVID cases to staff and parents. Once a parent 

notifies us that their child is positive based upon RAT or a PCR, parents and staff will be advised. 

Generally communication is sent out to parents relating to the year level of the child diagnosed as 

positive, encouraging them to be mindful that this has occurred and that if their child has                    

symptoms, they should get tested. Please be advised that where a positive case is reported, the 

name of the child, for reasons of privacy, is withheld.  




